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Jesus Took His Place 
Gospel Reflection by Pope John Paul II on the Ascension of Our Lord

With joy then and fresh resolves for the future, let us reflect briefly on the great 
mystery of today’s liturgy. In the Scripture readings the whole significance of Christ’s 
Ascension is summarized for us. The richness of this mystery is spelled out in two 
statements: Jesus gave instructions, and then Jesus took his place.

In the providence of God – in the eternal design of the Father – the hour had come 
for Christ to go away. He would leave his Apostles behind, with his Mother Mary, 
but only after he had given them his instructions. The Apostles now had a mission to 
perform according to the instructions that Jesus left, and these instructions were in 
turn the faithful expression of the Father’s will. 

The instructions indicated, above all, that the Apostles were to wait for the Holy 
Spirit, who was the gift of the Father. From the beginning, it had to be crystal-clear 
that the source of the Apostles’ strength is the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who 
guides the Church in the way of truth; the Gospel is to spread through the power of 
God, and not by means of human wisdom or strength. 

The Apostles, moreover, were instructed to teach – to proclaim the Good News to 
the whole world. And they were to baptize in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Like Jesus, they were to speak explicitly about the Kingdom of 
God and about salvation. The Apostles were to give witness to Christ to the ends of 
the earth. The early Church clearly understood these instructions and the missionary 
era began. And everybody knew that this missionary era could never end until the 
same Jesus, who went up to heaven, would come back again. 

The words of Jesus became a treasure for the Church to guard and to proclaim, 
to meditate on and to rive. And at the same time, the Holy Spirit implanted in the 
Church an apostolic charism, in order to keep this revelation intact. Through his 
words Jesus was to live on in his Church: I am with you always. And so the whole 
ecclesial community became conscious of the need for fidelity to the instructions 
of Jesus, to the deposit of faith. This solicitude was to pass from generation to 
generation – down to our own day. 

And the second reflection on the meaning of the Ascension is found in this phrase: 
Jesus took his place. After having undergone the humiliation of his passion and 
death, Jesus took his place at the right-hand of God; he took his place with his eternal 
Father. But he also entered heaven as our Head. Whereupon, in the expression of 
Leo the Great, the glory of the Head became the hope of the body. For all eternity 
Christ takes his place as the firstborn among many brethren: our nature is with God 
in Christ. And as man, the Lord Jesus lives for ever to intercede for us with Father. 
At the same time, from his throne of glory, Jesus sends out to the whole Church a 
message of hope and a call to holiness.
Excerpted from Homily of His Holiness John Paul II, Solemnity of the Ascension of Our Lord, 24 May 1979 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/1979/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_19790524_seminari-ingl-roma.html

Weekly Scripture
Sunday, May 24 

The Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11 

Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9  
Eph 1:17-23 
Mt 28:16-20

Monday, May 25
Easter Weekday 
Memorial Day

Acts 19:1-8
Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab

Jn 16:29-33

Tuesday, May 26
Feast of St. Philip Neri, Priest

Acts 20:17-27
Ps 68:10-11, 20-21

Jn 17:1-11a

Wednesday, May 27
Easter Weekday
Acts 20:28-38 

Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab
Jn 17:11b-19

Thursday, May 28
Easter Weekday

Acts 22:30; 23:6-11
Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11

Jn 17:20-26

Friday, May 29
Easter Weekday
Acts 25:13b-21

Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab
Jn 21:15-19

Saturday, May 30
Easter Weekday

Acts 28:16-20, 30-31
Ps 11:4, 5 and 7

Jn 21:20-25

Access The New American Bible, Revised Edition 
(NABRE) online at 

http://cms.usccb.org/bible/index.cfm

AND BEHOLD, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, UNTIL THE END OF THE AGE.
MT 28:20
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St. Philip Neri
The Patron Saint of Joy & Humor

St. Philip Neri was a Christian missionary and founder of the Congregation 
of the Oratory, a community of Catholic priests and lay brothers. From a very 
young age, Philip was known for being cheerful and obedient. A mystical vision 
at the age of 18 led to his Christian conversion, and this encounter with the Lord 
dramatically changed his life and led him to serve Jesus Christ and His Church. 
Philip was an evangelist. He had a knack for starting up conversations and leading 
his listeners to consider a new and better way of life, the Christian Way. He easily 
caught others’ attention with his warm personality and incredible sense of humor. 
He encouraged groups of people to gather for discussions, studies, prayer and the 
enjoyment of music. His customary question was always, “Well, brothers, when 
shall we begin to do good?” [He lost] no time in converting good conversation 
to good actions, [and] would lead his followers to hospitals to wait on the sick or 
to the Church, to pray to and encounter Jesus Christ. In the words of one of his 
biographers, Philip was “all things to all men.... When he was called upon to be 
merry, he was so; if there was a demand upon his sympathy, he was equally ready...” 
Philip was respected and loved throughout Rome; he became a trusted advisor to 
popes, kings, cardinals and equally as important to the poor. He whole-heartedly 
desired the reform of the Catholic Church and worked toward that with a sense of 
gentleness and friendship, rather than criticism and harshness.

If your soul feels weighed down by the anxieties of the world, or if you desire to see 
the joy of the Gospel in a new way, pray to St. Philip Neri.

O holy St. Philip Neri, patron saint of joy, you who trusted Scripture’s promise that 
the Lord is always at hand and that we need not have anxiety about anything, in 

your compassion heal our worries and sorrows and lift the burdens from our hearts. 
We come to you as one whose heart swells with abundant love for God and all 
creation. Hear us, we pray, especially in this need (make your request here).  

Keep us safe through your loving intercession, and may the joy of the Holy Spirit 
which filled your heart, St. Philip, transform our lives and bring us peace. Amen.

Abridged from St. Philip Neri. Catholic Online: Saints and Angels, Your Catholic Voice Foundation, 
 www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=97. Prayer from Kosloski, Philip. Want to Be More Joyful?  
Pray This Prayer to St. Philip Neri. Aleteia, Foundation of Evangelization through the Media (FEM), 3 Apr. 2018, 
https://aleteia.org/2018/04/03/want-to-be-more-joyful-pray-this-prayer-to-st-philip-neri/

Prayer for  
Memorial Day

God of power and mercy,
you destroy war and  

put down earthly pride.
Banish violence from our midst  

and wipe away our tears,
that we may all deserve to be called 

your sons and daughters.
Keep in your mercy  

those men and women
who have died  

in the cause of freedom
and bring them safely

into your kingdom  
of justice and peace.
We ask this though  

Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer for Memorial Day from Catholic Household Blessings 
and Prayers.  United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-
and-devotions/prayers/memorial-day-prayer.cfm.

strengthens the heart & 
makes us try harder to 

have a good life. 
St. Philip Neri



P
le

as
e 

P
at

ro
ni

ze
 O

ur
 A

dv
er

ti
se

rs
 .

..
 T

o 
P

la
ce

 A
n 

A
d,

 C
al

l 1
-8

0
0

-2
9
2

-9
0

2
0

.
94

30
44

  M
Z 

 3
/1

1/
20

898-1563216

Chris Kamis

Ross
KelleR
Owner

Italian Creations
Restaurant & Catering Services

216.226.2282
16104 Hilliard Road

Foundation & 
Basement Repair 

Driveways • Patios 
Garage Pads

COULTER
WATERPROOFING  

& CEMENT, INC.
JOHN COULTER

Quality Service 
Free Estimates

Call 216-402-7526
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

P.C.S. AUTO REPAIR
& BODY SHOP I & II

Specializing in Automotive Repair & Auto Body Repair
 13920 Triskett Road 13801 Triskett Road
 216-251-3130 216-251-4242

Paul Zimmer – Cell: 216-952-3652

FREE ESTIMATES
Catering & 

Banquet Center
13000 Triskett Rd., Cleveland

216-251-2131
www.BrennansCatering.com

Weddings • Banquets • Luncheons

The Benchmark of Quality 
Service and Craftsmanship

888-850-9994
www.stackheating.com

Ronald P. Kolodziej, DMD, MS
SPECIALIST in ORTHODONTICS

Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics
PARISHIONER

1495 Warren Road, Lakewood, Ohio
216-529-8422 www.ClevelandSmilestylers.com

FRIENDS OF 
SAINT JAMES
17500 Franklin Avenue 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107

friendsofsaintjames@gmail.com
Friends of St. James, Inc.

St. Edward

HigH ScHool

SPONSORED BY THE
BROTHERS OF HOLY CROSS

www.sehs.net

John Craighead
Mega Million Dollar Producer
OAR President’s Sales Club

“Your Lakewood Specialist”
Office: 440-356-2200
Direct: 440-895-3113

johncraighead@howardhanna.com

Real Estate 
Services

SlifeSlife
Heating & Cooling

Sales ~ Service ~ Installation
OH LIC. #16431

Furnaces • Air Conditioners 
Boilers • Air Cleaners 

Hot Water Heaters

216-221-0310
24 Hour Emergency Service

13729 Madison Ave., 
Lakewood

Th
at’Slife!

13900 Detroit Ave. | 216-228-7650 | ONeillHC.com

Skilled Nursing
Assisted Living

Independent Living
Rehabilitative Therapies

Hospice Care
Dialysis

A. Steven Dever
Attorney at Law
(216) 228-1166

astevendever@aol.com
13363 Madison Avenue

Lakewood, 44107

440-886-2558 • unitycatholiccu.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity 

and we will donate $50 
to the church or school  

of your choice
16212 Madison Ave.

Lakewoood

To place an ad,  
call

Dee Printing
1-800-292-9020

WEEKEND BRUNCH
FROM 11 AM TO 3 PM
EL CARNICERO LKWD
MOD MEX TAMALERIA
16918 DETROIT AVE

2 1 6 - 2 2 6 - 3 4 1 52 1 6 - 2 2 6 - 3 4 1 5

BRENNANS
          floral Gift Shopfloral Gift Shop

A Family Business Since 1982
13396 Madison Avenue, Lakewood

Delivering across the street or around the world.
216-221-8200 • brennansfloralgiftshop.com

13315 Detroit Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107

216.226.3858
www.EnnisCourt.com

17117 Detroit Avenue • 216-221-0300
Emergencies Seen Same Day

Insurance Accepted Including Medicaid
Low Fees and Payment Options Available

We’ll Give You Something to  About!

Dental Group
Now Accepting New Patients

LakewoodLakewoodLakewood

Serving Lakewood for 105 years
(216) 221-2036

For all your Heating and Cooling needs
24-hour Emergency Service

LIC 18018

www.mcgorray-hanna.com
In Memory of Gil Hanna

McGorray-Hanna Funeral Homes
 14133 Detroit Ave.,  25620 Center Ridge Rd.
 Lakewood, Ohio 44107 Westlake, Ohio 44145
 216-226-5356 440-899-5356

(216) 251-9155 
(216) 251-6660

Plain Bros. Auto Service
TUNE-UP – BRAKES – EXHAUST SYSTEM

GENERAL REPAIR – AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE

12144 Triskett Road  Cleveland, Ohio 4411

REVELATIONS 
HAIR SALON & SPA 

216-228-2966
15620 Detroit Avenue

60-Minute Relaxation  
Massage – $39.00

Collagen-Infused Facial –$45.00


